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TAGS: TECH, MX 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED MEETING OF US-MEXICO WORKING GROUP ON 
DESALTING STUDY 

REF: STATE 201752 

1. EMBASSY PERCEIVES NO OBJECTION TO HOLDING THE MEETING 
DESCRIBED PARAGRAPH 2 REFTEL. 

2. PER INSTRUCTIONS PARA 4 REFTEL, E/C COUNSELOR AND 
ACTING SCIENCE OFFICER CALLED AUGUST 28 ON ING. LUIS CABRERA, 
SECRETARIAT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. AFTER REVIEWING BRIEFLY 
WITH CABRERA BACKGROUND OF DEALTING PROJECT, WE REFERRED 
TO RECENT RENEWAL INDICATIONS OF INTEREST BY US AND MEXICAN 
TECHNICIANS AND SUGGESTED HOLDING INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS 
PER PARA 2 REFTEL. WE WERE MOST EXPLICIT ABOUT 

PURPOSE OF MEETING AND SAID THAT IT WAS NOT A PROPOSAL TO 
RESUME THE STUDIES OUTLINED IN 1972 AGREEMENT. 

WE ALSO MENTIONED CHANGES IN RELEVANT AREAS SINCE 1968. 

3. CABRERA WAS MOST CORDIAL THROUGHOUT. 

HE OBSERVED THAT WHEN HE HAD BEEN ASKED ABOUT PROPOSED 
MEETING, HE HAD SAID MERELY THAT HE HAD NO OBJECTIONS. 

HE ALSO HAD THOUGHT MEETING WAS TO BE IN MEXICO. 
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CABRERA AGREED THAT TECHNICAL GROUPS WOULD MEET WITHOUT 
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COMMITMENT AND CID IT COST NOTHING TO TALK. 

4. AS CONCERNS REQUEST FOR EMBASSY ANALYSIS OF LONGER 
TERM ISSUES, WE WILL PREPARE COMMENTS ON SOME RELEVANT 
FACTORS. IT MIGHT BE NOTED THAT WHILE NEWLY DESIGNATED 
SCIENCE OFFICER (MR. ABE FRIEDMAN) APPARENTLY IS 
FAMILIAR WITH THIS PROJECT, OTHER OFFICERS PRESENTLY 
AT THIS POST HAVE NOT PREVIOUSLY BEEN INVOLVED IN 
DISCUSSIONS OF DESALTING STUDY. 
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